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Some  Thin  OBSERVATIONS,  Recommended  to  the  Confideration 
of  every  Hone  ft  Englilh-ikftfw  ;  Efpeciattyy  to  the  Electors  of  Tar- 
liament-M EMBERS. 


IHave  liv'd  at  London  the  mod  of  my  days,  where  converting 
with  Freedom  and  Indifferency,  with  People  of  all  Parties,  and 
reading  with  like  Indifference  Papers  printed  and  recommended 
by  all  Sides  ;  I  cann't  but  pity  the  Cafe  of  many  my  honeft  Fel- 
low-Subjects, who  would  Choofe  Good  Parliament-Men,  if  they 
knew  hew  to  diftinguifli;  but  who  living  atadiftance  from  London, 
(the  Place  of  Action,  and  of  Intelligence)  are  either  blindly  led  by 
fome  powerful  Neighbour,  or  mifinform'd  and  mifguided  by  the 
falfe  Infinuations  of  fome  felf-deligning  Acquaintance  ;  or  elfe  ex- 
pect Inftruction  from  the  multitude  of  Papers,  which  (efpecially 
juft  before  a  New  Election;  flow  from  the  Prefs,  without  Number  J 
but  thefe  Papers  being  perfectly  contradictory  to  each  other,  and 
giving  a  different  Character,  both  of  Perfons  and  Things,  juft  as  may 
beft  ferve  the  Ends  of  that  Party,  to  which  the  Author  is  inclin'd  j 
a  Man  inftead  of  being  inftructed  by  thefe  Papers,  is  fometimes 
bewilder'd,  and  often  deceiv'd ;  and  feldom  gains  any  Increafe  of 
Knowledge,  except  it  be,  that  fome  call  Right,  that  which  others 
call  Wrong  ;  and  that  we  have  the  Misfortune  of  being  a  foolifh  and 
divided  People  :  And  fince  we  are  fd,  I  advife,  that  when  you  read 
or  hear,  yau  mind  what  is  Done,  more  than  what  is  Said;  and  that 
you  confider  the  conftant  Behaviour  of  this  or  that  Party,  or  Perfon, 
■who  pretends  to  inftruct  you :  Confider,  if  their  prefent  Words  and 
Actions  agree  w.ith  their  former  Declarations,  or  if  their  former  In- 
finuations and  ProfefTions  were  only  to  deceive  you  for  felfifh  Ends 
of  perfonal  Advantage :  If  you  find  this  happen  in  many  Inftances, 
upon  many  Perfons,  of  one  and  the  fame  Party  ;  you  will  thereby  be 
naturally  led  to  fufpeft  the. whole  Party. 

I  once  thought,  nothing  could  draw  me  from  my  Indifference  to 
Att Parties,  or  make  me  break"  my  Refolution  of  JOyning  with  Mine; 
but  when  I  obferv'd  a  certain  Set  of  Men,  perpetually  clamouring 
againft  the  Conduct  of  the  late  King  WILLIAM'S  Reign,  diftrefling 
his  Minifters  by  all  Ways  imaginable,  and  not  fparing  the  KING 
Himfelf ;  Ejecting  many  of  His  Friends  from  Parliament,  en  Pre- 
tence of  their  having  Places,  and  yet  keeping  in  Parliament  others, 
tho'  under  the  fame  Circumftances;  courting  a  popular  Efteem,  by 
declaring  they  would  never  have  any  Place,  whrlft  they  had  the  Ho- 
nour of  a  Place  in  Parliament :  I  fay,  w  hen  I  confider'd  thefe  Things,- 
and  that  thefe  Men  got  into  Court-Places,  which  they  fought  after 
with  Greedinefs,  as  often  as  they  had  any  Opportunity  to  do  fo;  I 
was  unavoidably  led  to  a  more  ftrift  Inquifition  into  the  Conduct  and 
Defigns  of  thefe  Men;  and  at  length  could  find  little  Difference 
between  them  and  their  whole  Party  |  except,  that  fome  of  them 
were  got  into  Places,  and  other*  would  ha ;  i  goc  them,  if  they  could : 
But  that  Places  and  Preferments  were  the  Rule  and  Guide  of  all 
their  Actions,  how  ever  gilded  over  with  fpecious  popular  Pretences, 
by  which  they  deceiv'd  many  well-meaning  People,  to  the  great  and 
irreparable  Damage  of  thefe  Kingdoms,  appear'd  to  me  very  plainly; 
and  gave  me  fuch  an  ugly  Profpect  of  the  fatal  Confequence  of  their 
Proceedings,  as  forces  me  to  call  out  to  my  Brethren,  "  S AVE 
«  TOVR-SELVES  F-tOM  THIS  VNTOWARD  GENERATION: 

To  give  you  a  full  and  particular  Account  of  the  Conduct  of  thefe 
Men,  in  all  the  Inftances,  by  which  they  have  facrifie'd  the  Good  and 
Welfare  of  our  Country,  to  their  Malice  or  Ambition,  were  too  long 
for  this  Paper;  I'll  only  touch  upon  fome  few  Inftances  from  time  to 
time,  which  (hews,  the  fame  Spirit  has  all  along  reign'd  in  them. 

How  did  they  clog  the  Wheels  of  the  Government  in  the  late  K. 
WILLIAM'S  Reign,  when  we  were  engag'd  in  War,  and  our.  Laws 
and  Religion  in  the  Utmoft  Danger.  Thefe  are  the  Men,  who  us'd 
fuch  Urineceffary  Delays  in  giving  the  Necefijry  Supplies,  as  gene- 
rally kept  the  late  KING,  here,  till  the  French  Army  was  in  ths 
Field,  and  thereby  fritftrated  all  his  Good  Defigns  :  Thefe  are  they, 
who  ftill  gare  Deficient  Funds,  fuch  as  they  knew  could,  never  raife 
theSumm  for  which  they  were  given  ;  thus  great  Intereft  was  paid, 
and  thu?  we  run  into  Great  Debts,  for  which  they  cfamour'd  againft 
the  Admin iftration  ;  when  they  knew,  Thetnfelves  were  the  True 
Caufe  of  thofe  Debts :  And  ftill  they  perfifted  in  the  like  Practices, 
as,  who  fhould  fay,  "  We  will  make  the  Adminiftration  lye  heavy 
"-^ipcrn  the  Necks  of  thofe  in  Office,  till  we  crufh  them,  with  our 
**  Claim  ufs  for  Mifcarriages,  of  wWich  WE  are  the  Occafion  ;  and 
«<  fo  mai  e  Room  for  OVl^SE  LVES. 

This  Confpiracy  they  carry'd  on  with  fuch  an  open  bare  Face,  that 
the  Beft  Methods  that  could  be  found  out,  and  fuch  as  were  abfo- 
lutely  Neceffary  to  the  Support  of  the  Government,  and  of  this 
Nation,  in  the  Time  of  our  Greateft  Difficulties;  thefe  Men  had  the 
Impudence  to  be  againft,  and  Oppofe  :  Witnefs,  their  feveral  Attacks 
upon  the  Bank  of  England,  which  three  feveral  times  fav'd  the 
Nation  from  Sinking.  Witnefs  alfo»  their  Oppofing  the  New-Coyn- 
ing  our  Oipt-Money;  in  which  Affair,-  tho'  I  excufe  feveral  well- 
meaning  M.n,  who  were  mifinform'd  and  deceiv'd,  by  the  crafty 
In'muation  of  others;  yet  I  will  be  bold  to  fay,  there  was  fcarce  a 
Noted  Leader,  who  oppos'd  That  GREAT  UNDERTAKING, 
(which  will  remain  to  Polterity,  a  Glorious  Monument  of  the  Wif- 
dom,  Courage,  Integrity  and  Zeal  of  the  then  Miniftry,  for  the 
Good  of  their  Country;)  but  maft  know,  That  without  fuch  an  Im- 
HL-diate  Attempt  to  Reftifie  our  CQYN,   Twelve  Months  more 


muft  ncceflarily  have  Expos'd  us  an  Eafy  Prey  to  the  late  K.  famet^ 
with  the  French  Tyrant  upon  his  Shoulders;  yet  did  ih'u  Party  not  only 
oppofe  that  Glorious  Work,  but  when  infpite  of  their  Endeavours,  ic 
was  Begun,  they  with  malitious  Clamours  roar'd  againft  Exchequer- 
Bills;  whicli  Noble  Invention  of  a  New  Species  of  Monty,  was  ab- 
folutely  Neceffary  to  fuppport  the  Nation,  during  the  Scarcity  of  our 
Silver-Coyn,  and  was  found  fo  Ufeful,  that  the  fame  Men,  who  mali- 
tionlly  rail'd  againft  them  in  the  Time  of  K.  WILLIAM,  being  r.ovx 
got  into  Places,  do  yearly  give  New  Credit,  for  the  Circulation  of 
the  like  Bills. 

Next,  take  a  View  of  the  moft  feemingly  popular  Action  of  theft 
Men,  namely,  their  being  for  Disbanding  the  Army;  in  which  their 
Cunning  blinded,  and  led  with  them,  too  many  well-meaning  Englijh- 
Men  :  The  principal  Reafons  they  gave  for  fo  doing,  may  be 
redue'd  under  thefe  two  Heads ;  Fear  of  Arbitrary  Power  from  IC. 
WILLIAM,  and  Saving  the  Expence  of  an  Army. 

Now  let  us  Examin  a  little,  and  fee  whether  the  Honefty  or  Wis- 
dom of  the  Contrivers  of  that  DISBAND  INC,  be  mbft  Eminent. 
Conlider  this  Affair,  with  all  its  Circumftances ;  in  which  I  (hall  not 
flatter  K.  WILLIAM. 

Can  any  rational  Man  conceive  it  poffible,  K.  WILLIAM  mould 
ever  attempt  fetting  up  an  Arbitrary  Power  by  an  Army  in  England, 
whilft  the  late  K.  fames,  and  his  pretended  Prince  of  Wales,  was  with 
the  French  King ;  and  their  Title  to  the  Crown  of  England,  Own'd 
and  Supported  by  fo  many  Roman-Catholicks,  Proteftants,  Non- 
Jurors,  and  Jacobites  here  ;  by  all  the  Jefuits,  and  fo  many  Zealots 
of  the  Romifh  Religion  abroid  ;  and  by  the  Whole  Power  of 
France.  As  the  thing  was  in  it  felf  Impoffible,  fo  no  reafbnable  Man 
(whatever  he  pfetended)  ever  really  believ'd,  K.  WILLIAM  could 
ever  entertain  fuch  a  Thought. 

.  Then,  View  the  French  King  keeping  his  Troops  Entire  5  fome 
Scoundrels  indeed  were  difmifs'd,  but  their  Places  fill'd  again,  with 
the  Beft  Men  he  could  pick  up  from  the  Troops  of  our  German. 
Allies:  Several  of  the  Spanijb  Towns  he  indeed  Surrenderee  us, 
according  to  Treaty  ;  but  Brifac,  and  feveral  others,  which  he  was 
equally  oblig'd  to  Surrender,  he  ftill  kept ;  and  fo  much  was  it  his 
Intereft,  to  have  our  Englijb  Army  Disbanded,  that  no  fooner  did  he 
hear,  how  his  not  Surrendring  Brifac ,  &c.  was  us'd  here,  as  an  Ar- 
gument againft  our  Disbanding ;  but  he  immediately  deliver'd  them 
up;,  Well  knowing,  that  if  our  Troops  were  once  Disbanded,  he 
fhouid  again  be  Maffer  of  all  thofe  Towns,  without  Conteft,  within 
a  Few  Months  after  the  Deceafe  of  the  then  K.  of  Spain ,  who  no 
Body  believ'd,  could  then  probably  live  another  Year. 

Did  we  not  all  this  time  fee  the  Leaders  ef  thit  Party,  paying  off 
Old  Incumbrances,  and  purchafing  New  Eftates ;  tho'  they  had  no 
Places,  nor  vifible  Way  of  Increafing  their  Subftance :  Yet-i^  is 
thought  hard,  and  unch'riftian,  to  fay  any  of  thefe  Men  receiv'd  French 
PAY;  and  yet  we  know,  that  fuck  were  the  Circumftances  of  the- 
Time,and  Jurb  the  French  King's  Intereft,  that  it  would  have  bin  well 
worth  his  while,  to  pMrchafe  the  DISBANDING  our  Army,  at  the 
Expence  of  a  Million  Sterling :  And  that  Sums  of  French  Gold,  not 
much  fhort  of  a  Million,  came  into  England.,  in  a  little  Space,  about 
that  Conjuncture  of  Time,  is  known  to  moft  Money-Traders  in 
London.  . 

In  the  next  place,  Confider  the  Wifdom  and  Good-Husbandry  of 
Disbanding;  fhall  I  ask,  What  did  we  Save  by  it  ?  Or,  may  it  not 
rather  be  inquir'd,  Has  not  this  occafion'd  our  Expence  of  above 
TEN  Millions  ?   and  yet  our  Expence  not  Half  over. 

It  was  the  DISBANDING  our  Army,  and  the  Temper  the  late 
KING  thereby  faw  predominant  among  too  many;  which  occafion'd 
that  TREATY  of  PARTITION,  which  has  been  fo  much  Ex- 
claim'd  againft ;  tho'  I  think,  without  Reafon ;  Of  which  mere 
hereafter. 

If  I  fhouid  take  the  B°ldnefs  to  affert,  that  DISBANDING  the' 
Army,  occafion'd  the  Will  which  Cardinal  Ponacarero  made  for  the 
K.  of  Spain,  by  which  he  gave  all  his  Countries  to  France  ;  If  I 
fhouid  fay,  that  had  not  our  Array  bin  Disbanded,  the  Spaniards 
would  never  have  receiv'd  a  French  King  at  Madrid,  nor  given  up  their 
Weft-India  Treafures  to  the  Direction  ef  France ;  that  the  French 
King  would  not  have  broke  off  from  the  Treaty  of  Partition";  that 
the  Elector  of  Bavaria  would  not  have  yielded  up  Luxemburg,  Namw*  . 
Chirleroy,  Mons,  Aeth,  Oudenard,  Ghent,  Newport,  0 fiend,  and  other  * 
the  Fortreffes  of  the  Spanijh  Low-Countries,  to  the  French  t  That 
had  not  our  Army  bin  Disbanded,  neither  the  Elector  of  Bavaria; 
nor  his  Brother,  the  Elector  of  Cologne,  would  hare  gone  into  French 
Meafures;  whereby  they,  their  Countries  and  Towns,  have  hitherto' 
kept  our  Troops,  and  the  Troops  of  our  Allies  in  Play,  during  this 
New  War;  at  our  Exceflive  Exptnce;  without  eur  having  Din  yet 
able  to  gain  a  twentieth  Part  of  thofe  Towns  and  Countries,  we  or 
our  Allies  were  poffefs'dof,  when  we  Disbanded ;  and  might  perhaps 
have  ftill  enjoy'd  ;  and  either  not  bin  Elgag'd  in  this  New  War,  or 
might  have  already  feen  an  End  thereof;  At  leaft,  we  might  have 
Begun  it  upon  more  advantageous  Terms,  than  now  we  did.  If  I 
fhouid.  aflert,    that  all  theft  Difficulties  are  owing  Chiefly  to  tbe 

.  :  bis- 
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fciSBANDlNG1  our  Army  ,      -  '  •        >l  gland.  Chiefly Concem'd 

therein,  won     Go  I  adicl  me  :  But^  there  are  Thoufands  of  Wife 

Men  in  Spain,  Fnnce,  Italy,  Holland,  and  other  Farts  abroad,  who 

would  maintain  that  Affertkm  to  be  True. 

It  is  true  indeed,  Theft  Difficulties  we  labour  under,  are  iri  a  great 

Meafure  owing  to  another  Piece  of  flrange  Management,  by  which 
you  will  fee  the  fame  Parti  of  Men  ftill  acting  by  the  fame  Spirit:  I 

hive  not  yetcall'd  them  Jacobites;  they  are  a  Complication  of  111, 
hard  to  bedefcrib'd,  or  comprehended  under  any  particular  Title  : 
Thcfe  are  they,  who  when  the  K.  of  Spain  was  dead,  clamor'd  at  the 
Treaty  of  PARTITION,  for  Yielding  fomejmaU  Part  of  the  Spanijh 
Territories,  to  the  Trench  King ;  and  a:  the  fame  time,  would  do  no- 
thins  ro  hinder  the  French  from  Taking  ALL  :  Thefe  are  they,  who 
o.mpVd  the  TREATY  of  PARTITION,  to  a  FELONIOUS 
COMBINATION  of  fome,  ro  Cheat  Another  of  His  Right ;  Now, 
what  could  be  meant  by  that  RIGHT,  except  that  Right  by  which 
tht  French  King  pretended  to  the  Crown  of  Spain,  in  the  PofTefiion 
whereof  tbb  Gentleman  was  unwilling  to  difturb  Him  ;  let  the  Author 
Of  ibat  Impudent  Sentence-,  Explain:  And  I  think,  it  was  fufficier.tly 
Expliin'd,  when  the  fame  Set  of  Men,  inftead  of  putting  this  Nation 
intofuch  a  Pofture,  as  in  Conjunction  with  Other  Potentates,  Inte- 
refted  in  tha  Balance  and  Peace  of  zkrope,  might  Hinder  the  French 
Kingfrom  SettliiTgHis  Family  and  His  Government,  inallthe^j»//fc 
Dominions  to  the  Utter  Ruineof  Our  Trade;  fpent  their  Time  in 
UnneceiTary  Inlign  meant  IMPEACHMENTS  of  Men  more  Xuh- 
tem  than  Themfclves,  for  IMAGINARY  CRIMES,  which  they 
could  neither  prove,  nor  make  out  to  be  Offences:  And  as  the  Im- 
peachments had  no  good  Foundation,  [he  Impeacbers  could  not  Profe- 
cute  them,  and  therefore  the  Articles  bang  Anfwer'dby  as  many  of 
the  refpefttve  Perfons,  as  were  Articled againft ;  the  Impeachments 
were  at  length  worthily  Difmifs'd  by  the  LORDS,  for  Want  of 
Profecution:  Yet  fo  fir  did  this  Unaccountable  Piece  of  Manage- 
nv  .  t  Serve  the  French  Intereft,  that  the  French  King  in  the  mean  time 
qm.tly  Settles  Hib  Grand-Son  upon  the  Throne  of  Spain,  Secures  to 
His  Side  the  Elector  of  Bavaria,  the  Elector  of  Cologne,  and  the  Duke 
of  Mantua;  and  makes  all  the  Fortrefles  of  the  Spanijh  Low-Coun- 
trLs,  his  Barrier  agaiflft  Holland,  by  him  thus  hemm'd  in,  to  their 
very  Doors.  I  do  not" fay,  any  Beciy  was  Paid  by  France,  for  ALL 
THIS;  but  fure  I  am,  the  FrenchRpg  never  had  fo  Great  a  Piece  of 
Service  do.ie  for  a  Million  of  Money,  (ftnee  the  SALE  of  Dunkirk,) 
and  that  the  Party  merited  Rewards  There,  much  more  than  Places  of 
Pront  or  Truft  Here. 

When  by  the!e,and  the  like  Practices  vexatious  to  the  lat*  KING, 
to  Whom  we  owe,  not  only  the  Happinefs  of  Her  Majefties  beingon 
the  Throne,  but  our  Laws,  our  Religion,  and  our  very  Being;  1  lay, 
when  by  thefe  PriBices,  they  had  worn  out  His  Weak  Body,  and  more 
"Vigorous  Spirit,  and  almo'ft  Broke  His  Heart;  (for  their  Untoward 
an.!  Ungrateful  Behaviour  Contributed  to  His  End,  much  more  than 
did  His"FALL;J  they  triumph'd  in  HisMisfortune  :  And  to  the  In- 
tent, they  might  have  the  QUEEN  Entirely  in  their  Own  Hands, 
that  To  they  might  fhare  all  Preferments  of  Power  and  Profit  amongft 

ti-ties   done;  (or  pet-haps,  for  Worfe  End;;)  they  ,, 
late  'KING,  and  all  fitch  as  were  Intrufted  by  Him  ;  as  Enemies  to 
Her  Majcfty,  and  as  Perfons  Engag'd  in  a  Defign  againft  Her  Sue-  • 
ceffion:  Until  Her  Majefties  Wifdom  and  Juftice  did  by  a  Publick 
Declaration  blow  away  thofe  F.t'.fe  Afperfions,  and  Hellifn  Infinuations. 

Having  twice  nam'd  the  P  AXjlT  10  K-TXJ.ATT,  Imuftalittle 
Explain  that  Affair. 

Now,  tho'  Ipray,  and  hope,  for  the  Blcflingof  GOD,  in  Healing 
our  Divilions  at  Home ;  in  Opening  the  Eyes,  and  Inclining  the 
Hearts  of  Tome  of  our  Allies,  and  others  Abroad,  to  their  True 
Intereft;  and  in  continuing  to  us  more  Succeffes  like  that  of  the 
molt  Glorious  Victory  lately  gain'd  by  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  ;  that 
we  may  at  length  Obtain  a  BetterTreaty :  Yet,  therearea  greatmany 
Wire  and  Knowing  Mer,  who  are  not  at  all  afham'd  to  own,  they 
would  be  very  glad,  If  after  fo  much  Treafure,  fo  many  Ships  and 
Lives,  fpent  and  loft,  in  thit  New  War;  we  could  yet  NOW  be  al- 
io w 'd  the  SAME  TREATY. 

And  here,  firft  of  all,  1  think  itnoPrefumptionat  all  to  fay ;  that 
cohGdering,  the  Dute  of  Savoy,  contrary  to  his  True  Intereft, 
Broke  ofFfrom  Our  Alliance,  and  Joyn'd  in  Affinity  with  France  ; 
our  Alliance  with'other  Princes,  determin'd  by  the  Peace ;  the  King 
ot"  Spain  at  the  Point  of  Death  ;  the  French  King's  Powerful  Armies 
ftill  in  Being  ;  Ours  Disbanded;  the  paft  Praaices  (at  home)  of 
many  whofe  Concurrence  had  bin  Neceflary  towards  Supporting  the 
Laft  War;  the  Temper  of  mmy  Leading  Men  then  certainto 
Serve  in  a  New  Parliament,  and  their  Averfion  againft  any  thing 
which  might  look  like  Engaging  in  a  New  War :  Ail  thefe  Things,  and 
many  other  Circumftances  of  that  Time  Confider'd,  I  think  it  no 
manner  of  Preemption  to  fav,  that  that  Treay  was  the  Beft  and 
the  Wifeft  Thing,  could  be  Ohtain'd  or  Contriv'd  for  England,  at 
that  Time. 

Take  then  a  fhort  View  of  that  TREATY ;  of  the  Good  Effects 
it  might  have  had,  and  of  the  111  Confequences  of  Kot  Supporting  it. 

Byrfut  Treaty,  the  Spanijh  Low-Countries,  that  Neceflary  Barrier, 
(Neceflarv  for  Our  Own  Sakes,  as  well  as  for  the  Dutch)  was  kept 
fro8i  French  Hands;  that  Country,  as  alfo  all  the  Spanijh  Vf  eft-Indies, 
the  Crown  and  Kingdom  «f  Spain  (except  One  fmall  Province)  were 
Allotted  Entirely  to  the  Family  of  Austria :  Hereby  our  Cloathing- 
Trade,  both  as  to  the  Importation  of  the  Spanijh  Wool),  and  Export 
•f  our  Woollen  Manufacture,  was  Preferv'd  ;  as  well  as  our  Ufual 
Share  of  Bullion  from  the  Spanijh  Weft-Indies :  Nothing  was  allow 'd 
•  o  the  French,  but  Tome  Part  only  of  the  spanijh  Territories  in  Italy ; 
tod  onefraaU  Province  of  the  Kingdom  of  Spain,  next  adjoyning  to 


Frir.ce:  Now  (hall  it  be  Paid,  that  our  Italian  Trade  would  have  I ", 
Injur'd  by  what  France  was  hereby  to  poflefs  ?  Shall  it  not  rather  be 
Confider  d,  that  tho'  the  Intereft  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  the  Vene- 
tians,^ the  Pope,  the  Duke  of  Florence,  and  other  Italian  Princec 
obhg  d  Them,  as  well  as  Us,  to  dciire,  the  Exorbitant  Power  or 
France  lhould  be  Curb'd  ;  yet  the  firft  of  them  was  gone  off  from  Us 
to  France,  and  the  others,  looking  upon  their.  Danger  of  being  Infulted 
by  French  Power,  to  be  remote  ;  and  that  they  were  not  fo  imme- 
diately Concern'd  as  WE  were ;  could  never  be  prevaiPd  with  to  En- 
gage themfelves  with  Us  in  the  late  War  :  Thar,  Part  of  Italy 
being  by  this  Treaty  yielded  to  France,  would  prove  fuch  an  imme- 
diate Thorn  in  the  Sidesof  the  Italians,  and  give  them  fuch  a  General 
Alarm,  as  would  Engage  them  to  become  the  Firft  Solicitors  for  a 
New  Alliance  againft  France,  and  to  be  Principals  in  Engaging  in 
War  againft  Him  ;  into  which  we  had  bin  left  to  take  what  Part  we 
fhould  think  fir,  and  not  at  all  to  Engage  Our-Selves,  oronly  as  Auxi- 
liaries, fo  far  as  mould  to  Us  appear  Convenient. 

If  you  ask  me,  What  then  is  the  Reafon  why  few  of  thefe  Italian 
Princes  (the  Duke  of  Savoy  exceptedj  have  new  Joyn'd  with  Us  » 

I  anfwer,  That  the  Angle  Inftance  of  the  Dnke  of  Savoy's  bei'n« 
now  fo  Heartily  Engag'd  with  Us,  is  Proof  enough  of  my  Argument^ 
but  there  are  other  Inftances.  And  the  Mistortune,  that  no  more 
of  thofe  Princes  are  Engag'd,  is  in  a  great  meafure,  owing  to  the  paft 
Wilful  and  Unpardonable  Conduct  afore-mention'd,  nearer  Hornet 
by  which  the  French  are  already  too  Terrible  in  the  Bowels  of  Italy, 
and  are  alfo  poflefs'd  of  all  Spain,  and  the  Weft-Indies:  Hereupon, 
thofe  Cautious  and  Cunning  Italians  d  i  confider,  That  the  very 
Being  of  TRADE  in  England  and  Holland  obliges  Us  (whether  we 
will  or  no)  to  Engage  as  Effectually, ash  V  were  Principals,  to  drive 
the  French  from  Spain,  and  from  'their  \\  >  y^^  Treafures.  Till 
when,  our  Sea-Force  (yes  in  Parts  at  too  gr«at  a  diftance  to  Proteft 
the  Italians  from  the  Intuits  of  a  French  Fleet  J  and  yet  perhaps,  Had 
we  Beaten  that  French  Fleet  laft  Summer,  as  Admiral  IMfel  once 
Beat  them  at  La  Hague ;  or  anfwerably  t»  the  Vain  Flotirifhes  I  have 
feenin  fome  Addreifes,  within  fix  Months  paft;  you  would  have 
had  more  Declared  Friends  in  Italy,  „nd  in  Spain  alfo,  than  we  can 
yet  a  while  hope  for. 
Turnwe  now  again  our  Eyes  upon  a  Set  of  Men,  who  flopping 

their  Ears  to  the  %_ Petition,  to  the  General  Cry  of  the  People 

of  England,  and  hardening  their  Hearts  againft  the  Fatherly,  Pa- 
thetick  and  Reiterated  Representations  made  to  them  by  the  late 
KING,  of  the  imminent  Danger  we  were  Expos'd  to ;  Cenfure 
the  late  KING  for  this  Partition-Treaty,  and  more  loudly  clamour 
againft  hisMiniften  for  the  fame  ;  till  by  thefe  Means,  and  by  other 
wilful  Commiffions,  as  well  as  Omiflions,  the  French  King  Breaks 
from  that  Treaty,  and  feeing  the  fair  Opportunity  given  him  by  our 
Madnefs,  Poffefles  Himfelf  of  EVERY  THING  that  Belonged  to 
the  spanijh  Crown. 

Next,  Look  upon  this  Nation  fore'd  at  laft  to  Engage  in  thit  Kelt 
IV  AI^  againft  the  French  King  (ay,  and  againft  J'/u/'»too)arm'd  with 
all  the  Advantage  ofPoff  iior«  of  Countries,  Treafures,  Fortrefles, 
and  S^-T»t>'t-? ;  which  We  :he  Benefit  of,  without 

the  Expence  of  ONE  or  thole  TWELVE  Millions,  k&U'd  by 
Taxes,  which  is  Left  than  this  War  has  already  Coft  :  Then  count 
the  Number  of  our  Stamen  Loft,  of  our  Merchant-Ships  CarryM 
into  France  ;  of  Whole  Families  formerly  ina  Flourishing  Condition, 
now  Bankrupts;  our  Silver  neceffarily  running  out  of  the  Kingdom 
for  Naval  Stores,  and  to  pay  our  Armies  abroad ;  but  little  or  no 
Bullion  for  New  Coyn,  corning  in  ;  no  Spanijh  Wooll  Imported ; 
Little  of  our  Woollen  ManufaOure  Exported  ;  Our  Cloathiers  Un- 
done ;  the  Poor,  in  many  Places,  either  ftarving  for  Want  of  Em- 
ploy in  the  Cloathing-Trade,  or  elfe  Eating  Bread  at  the  Expence 
of  Parim-Rates.  (  A  fine  View  of  the  Wifdom  and  bitegrity  of  Our 
Pretended  Patriots. ) 

Can  we  look  on  thefe  Tilings,  and  think  we  S  A  V'D  any  thing  by 
DISBANDING  our  Army  ?  Does  not  this  Natural  Reflection 
ftart  in  our  Minds  ?  That  Moft,  if  not  All  thcfe  Misfortunes  had  bin 
Prevented,  if  any  Prudent  and  Timely  Refolutions  had  been  taken, 
to  Support  the  fa  id  TREATY  of  PARTITION,  or  to  Hinder  the 
FrenchK'iag  from  Swallowing  up  ALL  the  SpaniJI)  Dominions.  Can 
we  applaud  the  Conduct  of  Juch  a  Set  of  Men,zs  1  have  here  defcrib'd  ; 
or  can  we  think  fit  to  Truft  again  any  of  that  Sort,  of  whom  we  have 
to  our  Coft  feen;  that  the  Leaft  111  vie  can  lay  of  them,  is,  That 
Preferment,  Power  and  Places,  guide  them  in  All  they  do.  It  is 
in  vain  to  tell  me,  It  was  not  this  or  that  Man  that  did  fo  and  Jo  ; 
'tis  Eafie  for  particular  Men  to  deceive  you,  and  deny  this  or  that 
particular  Inftance1;  do  but  fet  your  Thoughts  to  work,  and  you 
will  fee,  the  fame  Spirit  has  jeign'd  in  the  Whole  Party  long  ago, 
and  does  fo  now  •  and  I  doubr,*will  ever  do  fo.  And  for  my  psrt,  if 
ImuftbeUndone,  'tis  all  one  to  me,  whether  the  weak  Man  means 
well,  whenled  to  do  Mifchief  by  the  Cunning  Defigner;  or  whether 
they  be  both  Knaves  alike.  They  who  have  a  mind  to  be  Deceh'd,  may 
be  Deceived. 

But  let  me  deCre  all  Honefr  ErgliJh-VLen  to  Open  their  Eyes, 
before  it  be  too  late  :  Reflect  on  thofe  Things,  which  are  in  fome 
of  your  own  Knowledge. 

Have  you  not  found  fome  Men  Courting  your  Votes,  by  Pretend- 
ing to  an  Unbyafs'd  Integrity  to  their  Country;  telling  you,  that  a 
Man  who  has  a  Place,  muft  be  Govern'd  thereby,  and  cann'r  be  left 
to  aft  without  Byafs,  for  the  Good  of  the  Nation  :  Have  not  the 
fame  Perfons,  by  ite  Getting  into  Parliament,  Got  as  foon  as  they 
could,  into  Commiflions  from  the  Court  ?  Have  not  others  made  you 

believe,  that  if  they  got  info  the  H.  of  C s,  they  would  make 

Lard  Qrford  refund' TWO  Millions  of  the  Publick  Money,  which 

they 


(?) 


they  tbld  you,  he  frill  had  it:  his  Hands;  and  that  hereby,  and  by 
Tome  other  like  Calls,  they  would  Save  the  Nation  a  Year's  Tax..  _ 

Falfe  Iniinuation  \  that  Lord's  Account:,  of  all  the  Monies  by  him 
Receiv'd,  were  then  before  the  Navy-Board ;  and  appear'd  to  be 
Difcharg'd  to  the  Reierve  only  of  1600/.  His  Accounts  are  there 
Fafs'd,  and  the  laid  1600  /.  remaining,  was  fo  only  on  Account,  not 
that  he  owes  you  5  s.  (tho'  1  can  tell  you,  perhaps  We  owe  to  Him 
our  being  an  Engfijh  Proteftant  People,  f_tho'  an  Ungrateful  One,] 
and  not  a  Frepub  l'opifh  Nation;)  that  Lout's  Accounts  have  bin 
ftriftlv  Examin'd  in  the  Houie  of  LORDS,  where  were  fome,  who 
if  they  could,  would  gladly  have  made  it  appear,  that  he  was  jo 
Indebted  to  the  Publick  m  was  Reported;  but  after  a  moft  ftriet 
Enquiry,  even  thofe  who  were  his  Enemies,  were  fore'd  to  Declare 
him,  Clear. 

But  thefei,  and  the  like  Infinuations,  take  with  Some  of  you;  and 
thus  tbefe  Sparks  getting  themfeivesChofen  to  Reprefent  you  in  Par- 
liament, the  next  thing  you  fee,  is,  a  L-d  ^ is  Put  Out,  and  a 

"Mr.  H—  is  Put  ]n,  to  have  the  Fingering  or  the  Publick  Money; 
theCommiiiioners  of  Accounts,  and  thofe  who  make  them  fo,  get  what 
Places  they  can;  and  then  All  is  Well;  And  you  hear  no  more  of 
Sums  to  be  Retrieved  for  the  Publick,  lill  towards  a  New  Eleilion. 

Others  deceive  you  with  ah  Outcry  for  the  CHURCH,  for  which 
fome  of  them,  by'  their.  Words,  fonie  in  their  Books,  arid  fome  with 
their  Bottles,  declare  lath  a  flaming  Zeal,  and  fo  without  Knowledge; 
that  they  really  aft. as  if  they  were  Enemies  to  the  Church-,  and 
fome  of  them  perhaps  really  are  fo :  But  before  I  enter  further  upon 
that  Obfcrvation;  will  you  but  enquire  into  Elections  throughout 
England,  and  you  will  find,  that  excepting  fome  very  few  Inftances, 
where  Relation,  Dependence,  Private  Intereft,  Neighbourhood, 
or  fo'iiie  Perfonal  Obligation,  tyes  them  ;  the  Body  of  Fapifts, 
Jacobites  and  Non-Jurors,  are  all  link'd  together  with  that  Gang 
which  call  Ibemfelves  HIGH-CHURCH,  and  promote  t/w. Inter;  ft 
in  all  Places :  And  many  times,  where  oy  reafori  of  forr.  of  the 
aforemention'd  Exceptions,  the  Papift  may  perhaps  ask  for  the  other 
Candidate  the  Vote  of  this  or  that  Freeholder,  or  Tradefman  he 
deals  with  ;  it  is  but  {lightly  he  doth  fo,  and  in  j'ucb  a  Manner,  as 
fhall  belpeak  a  Denial,  rather  than  promote  the  Succefs  of  the  Perfon 
he  asks  for. 

Now,  Is  it  not  ftrange  ;  the  Papift  and  the  Jacobite,  (hould  be 
Friends  ro  the  HIGH-Church-Men  ?        Not  at  all : 

The  Papifts  know,  that  the  HlGH-Churoh-Man,  by  refuling  to 
allow,  that  Men  of  Temper.a'nd  Moderation,  (by  them  call'd  LOW- 
Chureh-Men)  are  of  the  Church,  or  Friends  t®  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land ;  they  Exclude  many  of  our  Bed  Bifhops,  as  well  as  of  our  Infe- 
rior CLERGY  and  LAITY  ;  who  by  their  Chriftian-like  Temper, 
their  Pious  Lives,  their  Conftant  Attendance  upon,  and  Joyning  in, 
the  Worfhip  and  Communion  of  the  Church  ;fi}ew  Themfelvcs  Better 
Friends  to  the  CHURCH,  than  are  moft  of  thofe  Noify  Pretenders. 

The  Papift  expects,  that  when  any  Bill  fhall  be  Offer'd,  which  may 
Effectually  Prevent  the  Great  and  Notorious  late  Increafe  ©f 
POPERY;  the  HIGH-Chmch  Gang  fhall  fo  Clog  fuch  Bill  with 
Claufcs  againft  Proteftants,  ui  other  wife  ;  as  may  probably  Titjck'c 
its  Paffing. 

Tiic  Jacobite  and  Papift  expert,  that  the  HIGH-Church-Men 
will  promote  thofe  Divifions  amongft  us,  without  which"  it  is  very 
Unlikely,  the  French  Ring  Ihould  be  able  to  Set  the  Pretended  Prince 
of  Wales,  upon  the  Throne  of  England. 

The  Papift  knows,  that  the  HIGH-Church-Me:"1,  by  Endeavour- 
ing to  promote  the  New  Diftinction  of  Occalional  Conformifts, 
ftuits  the  Doors  of  the  Church  againftmany  Families,  who  fuppofmg 
they  Conform'd  a  little  while  paft  for  the  fake  of  a  Place,  and  only 
in  part;  do  frequently  with  their  whole  Families,  in  a\little  time, 
become  thoroughly  Church-Men  :  For  it  is  very  evident,  that  the 
Churches  throughout  England,  (efpecially,  where  the  Parfon  is  a 
Man  of  a  Good  Life,  a  Sober  and  Chriftian-like  Temper)  are  much 
fuller  firtce  the  Toleration,  than  before.  I  fay,  the  Papift  knowing 
that  the  Violence  of  the  HIGH-Church-Men  tends  toleffen,  pare 
away,  and  reduce  the  Church  of  England,  into  too  narrow  a  Com- 
pafs ;  it  is  very  natural,  he  fhould  fide  with  them,  efpecially  when 
he  concludes,  that  amongft  that  Party,  he  hugs  a  great  many  who 
have  a  Wonderful  Veneration  for  Cardinals  Caps  and  Triple-Crown?, 
and  hanker  after  the  like  Pomp  and  Ceremony  in  England,  are  playing 
the  Game  into  Popijb  Hands :  And  who,  from  the  Pulpit,  as  well  as 
the  frefs,  declare ;  the  CHURCH  is  in  Great  Danger  from  the 
Presbytetfdn,  but  Not  at  all  from  the  PA  P  IS  T;  that  they  had  rather 
be  Papifts  than  Presbyterians:  In  a  Word,  who  may  rather  be 
Efteem'd  Friends  to  the  Po'pijh  Church  of  England,  as  it  viae  by  Law 
Eftablifh'd  in  the  Days  of  Q.  Mary;  than  True  Sons  of  that  Chriftian, 
vr'oteftant,  Re-formed  Church  of  England,  which  pi  novo  by  Law  Efta- 
iliftiM  among  Us,  and  Supported  bv  in  Aft  for  a  Proteftant  Succejfton 
>f  the  Crown,  which  many  of  thofe  HIGH-FLYERS  will  Not 
swear  to  Maintain. 

Caft  your  Eye  upon  this  Tribe  of  Jehu,  from  the  Head  to  the 
Tail ;  and  you  will  find  ;  One  wants  to  be  Firfc  Minifter  of  State, 
mother  would  be  Lora-Treafurer ;  this  Man  would  be  Secretary, 
:he  orher  would  Govern  the  Fleet;  (but  No  Contention  about  the  Fight- 
"ig-ttrt,  Sir  Cloudefly  may  take  his  Belly-full  of  that ;)  the  Bufy  Doctor 
*ould  be  a  Dean,  aad  when  he  is  fo,  wants  to  be  a  Bifhop ;  another, 
living  ftopt  there  toe  long,  waits  to  be  Arch-Bifhop  of  Canterbury; 
But  alas!  That  Good  Man,  a  Continued  Example  of  a  Chriftian 
Temper,  and  Apoftolick  Humility ;  whofe  Merit,  not  Ambition, 
-ais'dhim  to  that  Function  he  Worthily  Difchlrges,  but  never  Sought 
ifter;  Covets  no  Triple  Crown,  nor  can  make  wav  for  thofe  A.mbi- 
ioas  Pretenders,  bu*  by  his  Death ;  which  for  the  Good  of  the  Church 


and  Nation,'!  hope,  is  yet  a  great  way  off".)"   i ..    ?  ,  nrry*Coi 
lor,  who  rio.n  Wrangling  amongft  Attormec  at  a'Quarter-Sefl 
junip'd  up  to  be  Hur  Lord  Shudge,  (a  Preferment  he  would  not  I 
pretended  to,    if  he  had  not  fiift  jump'd  into  Parliament)  not  eon 
tented  to  fit  upon  a  Weld  Bench,  aims  at  being  One  of  the  f 
Twelve.    Nay,  That  Brazen-faced  Phylitian,  whole  Pretences  p 
to  Learning  or  Religion,   perhaps  are  little  better  than  Drinking 
Good  Claret  with  the  Famous  Univenity  Almanack-Maker 
in  with  He  Cry  of  the  CHV  FCH;    the  Cry  of  the  CHURCH,  is  to 
fupply  Want  of  Skill  in  Phylick,  in  the  Law,  and  in  Learning  ot  ill 
Sorts:   A  Noify  Hypocritical,  Pretended  Zeal,  m-uft  make  am 
for  want  of  True  Religion,  fcr  want  of  Vertue,  for  want  of  1 
of  all  Kinds,  in  all  Profeiiions,  and  in  all  Degrees  of  Me::, 
fqever  :    For  in  a  Word,  you  will  find  ;   This  HIGH-Ganga: 
Silver-Smiths,  and  hope  to  find  Materials  for  their  Work,  in  the 
Uproar  they  raife  by  their  Out-cry  for  the  Church;  for  which  they 
generally  have  the  fame,  and  perhaps  no  other  Value,  than  like  their 
Ancient  Orthodox  Brother  Crafts-Men,  whocry'dov.t,  Great  is  Diar.a 
of  the  Ephefians:  And  moft  of  them,  (except  fuch,  who  were  Acciden- 
tally Abfent,  or  Reftrain'd  by  their  Dependence  on,  and  Expeftation 
of  Court-Preferment)  did  fo  far  forget  the  Church,  that  by  all  Means 
they  would  Clog  the  Principal  MONEY-BILL,    with    their   ill- 
grounded  and    unfeafonable  Zeal  againft  Occafional  Conformity  ; 
by  which  they  might  be  fure,  the  MONEY-BILL  muft  be  toil,  to  the 
apparent  Hazard  of  Overthrowing  both  CHURCH  and  STATE,  .  . 
Is  it  poffible,    you  can  overlook  and  not  perceive,  in  this  BILL 
againft  Occalional  Conformity,  the  true  Footfteps  of  French  Jefuites, 
by  whofe  under-hand  Councils  to  K.  Charles  II.  (a  then  conceal'd. 
Romanift)  the  Church  of  England  was  fet  on  to  worry  the  Diffenters, 
that  whim  Proteftant  was  Defcroying  Proteftant,  we  might  not  take 
Notice  of  Popery,  and  Arbitrary  Power  coming  in  upon  us;  and 
that  th£  Church  of  %pme  might  play  a  Sure  Game  amongft  us :  Can 
we  fo  foon  forget  how  near  to  Ruine,  thefe  and  the  like  Councils  of 
that  Time  brought  us;  the  fad  Effect  of  which  we  feel  to  thti  very- 
Day,  by  that  Power  and  Strength  at  Sea,  to  which  we  then  help'd 
to  Raife  the  French  King.  -  - 

Is  thti  a  Time  for  Us  to  Promote  Divifions  among  Proteftant:  of  the 
Church  of  England,  and  Proteftants  of  all  the  Reformed  Churches 
abroad  ?  Are  we  not  Unhappy  enough,  in  having  amongft  us,  Papifts 
and  Jacobites,  Irreconcileable  to  our  Religion  and  Government;  But 
muft  we' blow  up  Jealoulies,  Feuds,  Animofities,  amongft  our  Pro- 
teftant Fellow-Countrymen  >    Who,  in  Effentials,  are  of  the  fame 
Religion  with  us ;  are  for  Maintaining  the  fame  Government,  andPro- 
teftanc  Succeffion ;  and  are  as  Zealous  as  any  of  us  all,  in  Supporting 
England  in  this  Terrible  War,  which  calls  loudly  upon  us  to  Vtiite  s' 
A  War,  where  the  Difpute  is  not,  whether  or  no  the  Church  of 
England  fhall  Continue  as  by  Law  Eftablifh'd,  whether  or-  no  the 
Toleration  fhall  be  Continu'd  to  Proteftant  Diflenters;   but,  whe 
ther  WE  fhall  be  under  a  Proteftant  Government,  era  Popifii;  and  it 
maybe,  Whether  there  fhall  be  any  Proteftant  Government,  or  Pro- 
feffton  of  the  Proteftant  Religion,   throughout  Europe  :     A  War, 
whereof  the  Confequence  may  in  Time  be,  whether  we  fhall  Con- 
tin      a  J?REE  People.,  or  be  a  Trench  Colony  ;  whether  we  fhall  be - 
Continu'd  an  Evglifo  Nation,  and  not  be  Tranfplanted  elfewhere  | 
as  the  Affyrians  carry'd  away  the  lfraeliies,  and  planted  their  Country 
with  another  People.  ...  .... 

All  this  Mifery  we  may  reafonably  apprehend,  may  come  upon  us  5 
if  GOD,  as  a  Juft  Judgment  upon  Us  for  our  Drunkennefs,  Common 
Prophanenefs  and  Ingratitude  for  paft  Deliverances,  ihould  fo  ftupifie 
the  Minds  of  Farliament-Eleftors;  that  they  fhould  blindly  Truft 
the  fame  fort  of  Men,  who  have  fo  often  brought  US  upon  the  Brink 
of  UNIVERSAL  RUlNE.  ;  .... 

But  the  Face  of  Things  looks  now,  as  if  this  Band  of  Men  were  lb 
Difcover'd,  and  Expos'd  to  the  juft  Indignation  of  the  People ;  that 
many  of  them  fear,  they  fhall  NOT  be  Chofen  again  to  Reprefent  us 
in  Parliament:  And,  as  their  Laft  Effort  to  patch  up  their  Broken 

Credit,  they  loudly  affert  the  Privilege  of  the  H.  of  C s,  which 

they  pretend,  is  likeiy  to  be  Infring'd,by  the  Power  of  the  LORDS. 
I  thought,  I  Ihould  have  been  Beaten,  when  I  ask'd  one  of  them, 
If  it  was  not  reafonable  tor  them  to  take  heed,  that  the  Country 
may  not  apprehend,  they  fhould  aflume  to  Themfelves,  a  Privilege 
of  Deftroying  the  Liberties  of  all  thofe'J  they  Reprefent. 

The  Laws  have  taken  care,  that  if  I  be  put  in  Fri  en,  I  fhall 
forthwith  have  an  Habeas  CorpvA ;  and  if  I  be  Committed  for  any  thing 
lejs  than  Felony,  the  Judges  are  bound  to  Difcharge  me,  or  to  Lr 
me  out  upon  Reafonable  Bayt,  acc«rding  to  the  Nature  of  the 
Offence:  The  CROWN  owns  it  felf  bound  by  thit  Law,  the 
LORDS  pretend  not  to  more  Power  than  the  Crown,  and  what   is 

confiftent  with  Law  :    But  when  the  C s  Commit  for  any  thing> 

no  Matter  what  the  Offence  is,  if  tley  are  pleas'd  to  call  it  Breach 
of  Privilege;  Take  him  $ajlor,  take  him  Devil;  there  is  no  Re- 
demption. 

Now,  fhall  I  ever  give  my  Vote  to  Eleft  that  Man,  who  will  make 
a  Jayl-Birri.  of  me ;  will  give  his  Vote  to  make  me  lye  m  Newgate  four 
or  five  "Months,  becaufe  I  Sue  a  Rogue  of  a  Sheriff,  Mayor,  or 
Bailiff,  for  Refuting  me  my  Legal  Right  of  Voting  at  an  Eleftion  ; 
arid  fhall  fuch  an  Injuftice  and  Opprefion,  be  call'd  the  Privilege  of  the 

H.  of  C s  f  —  God  forbid :    This  would  be  Utingthe  Law  onlyzs  a 

Bridle  upon  the  CROWN,  One  of  the  Three  States  ;  and  allowing 
another  of  the  Three  arbitrarily  to  Tyrannize  over  the  People,  who 
Choofethem:  Nor  will  the  Opprefion  ftop  here;  for  tins  Pernicious 
Doctrine,  muft  alfo  allow  to  the  H.  of  Lords,  the  like  Uncontrolable 
Power  of  Imprifonment,  whenever  they  fhall  pleafe  in  like  Man- 
ner to  praftife  upon  our  Liberties.  And  here  I  will  take  the  Libertty 
of  afferting,  That  whofoever  fhall  be  Inftrumental  in  Advifing  or 

Aflifting, 
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/flitting,  the  CROWN,  the  Houfe  of  PEERS,  or  the  Houfe  of 
COMHO.KS,  toaffume  to  themfelves,'  an  Arbitrary  Power,  to  the 
Pr  judice  of  the  Laws,  and  of  the  Liberties  of  the  Subjeft  ;  is  a  real 
j  iv  to  that  very  Stare,  whofe  Illegal  Power  he  endeavours  to 
Promote,  as  well  a*  To  the  others.  This  is  a  Maxim  will  hold  Uni- 
verfally  true,  whilft  we  are  under  a  Legal  Adminiftration  of  Go- 
vernment, and  not  in  a  State  of  War  amongft  our  felves.  And  if 
thj  Gentlemen  who  fenrthe  Aylesbury  Men,  and  their  Council,  to 
1  rii'on  ;  will  lay,  This  is  a  Reflection  upon  them  ;  I  fhall  not  make  it 
m\  bnfinefs  to  clear  them,  Let  the  whole  World  give  Judgment  upon 
the  Fa 0. 

The  CASE  I  take  to  be,  Thus : 
I  have  an  Undifputed  Legal  Vote,  the  Mayor  Knowingly  Refufetb 
to  let  me  Poll :    I  bring  an  Aftion  at  Law  againft  the  faid  Ma)  or,  for 
rhm  Wronging  mc  of  my  Right;  this  Mayor  is  neither  Parliament- 
Man,  no'i  :'  rliainenr-Man's  Servant,  nor  any  ways  belonging  to  the 

lianient;    yet  the  H.  of  C s  Commit  me  to  Newgate  for  Tkif, 

which  they  Call  an  Offence,  and  a  Breach  of  their  Privilege:  I  then 
Sue  for,  and  afn  brought  by  Writ  of  Habeas  Corpus,  before  the  Court 
of  King's-Bench,  where  the  C.  Juttice  Holt  is  of  Opinion,  That  BY 
L  A  W  I  ought  to  be  Releas'd  *,   hut  a  Majority  of  that  Court  (whe- 

Aw'd  by  a  Vote  of  the  H.  of  C s,   or  not;    I  (hall  not 

Determine)  Differ  from  him,  and  fo  I  am  Sent  back  to  Newgat  ■  I 
thus  to  lye  any  longer  in  Prifon,  for  only  Endea- 
ly  Right  by  Lau'i  (which  I  took  to  be  NO  Crime) 
1  Sue  for  a  Writ  of  Error,  which  1  take  to  be  a  Legal  Way  of  Seek- 
ing, before  the  LORDS,  a  Redrefs  againft  that  Judgment  given  in 
the  KingVBench,  by  which  I  was  Remanded  to  Newgate,  as  is  afere- 
■  iid  :  1  he  Legal  Form  of  this  Writ  of  Error,  requires,  that  it  be 
Allow'd  by  the  Queen,  and  Sign'd  by  Her  Secretary  ;  the  QUEEN 
hereupon  Confults  Her  Learned  Judges;  Ten  of  the  Twelve  give 
their  Opinion,  That  this  Writ,  is  a  Writ  of  RIGHT,  not  of  GRACE; 
that  is  to  lav,  It  is  a  Writ,  which  BY  LAW,  of  Right  belongs  to 
the  Subject,  and  which  Her  Ma  jelly  is  Oblig'd  to  Allow ;  and  is  not 
tike  Other  Requefts,  wherein  Her'Majefty  may  by  Law  be  left  to 
Her  f  leafure,  to  Grant  or  Refute,  as  She  thinks  fitting. 

Hereupon,  the  C s  make  thofe  Votes  which  you  fee  in  their 

Printed  Votes,  of  the  24th  of  February;  the  Summ  of  which  is, 
That  whoever  has  Abetted  or  Aflifted  in  Profecuting  the  Writs  of 
Habeas  Corpus  for.  the  ./iWwiHy-Prifoners  afore-mention'd,  or  in  En- 
deavouring to  Procure  the  Writs  «f  Error  on  their  Behalf,  have 
1  n  iearour'J  to  Overthrow  the  Rights  and  Privileges  of  the  H.  of 

( : s,  Off.    And  they  alfo  Addrefs  to  the  QUEEN,  That  She  will 

Nfo't  \llow  of  the  Writ  of  Error  afore-mention'd,  as  what  tends  to 

Overthrow  the  privileges  of  the  H.  of  C s,  Cfr.   The  QUEEN's 

Anfwer,  Expreflfes  Her  Concern,  That  the  C s  fhould  think  Her 

Allowing  a  Writ  of  Error,  to  be  a  Breach  of  their  Privilege,  of 
She  fhall  be  always  as  tender,  as  of  Her  Own  Prerogative  ; 
but  l'HIS  being  a  Matter  relating  to  Judicial  Proceedings,  She 
inuft  be  Careful  What  She  does  in  fo  Great  a  Concern. 

The  C s  then  Imprifon  the  Council,  who  had  appear'd  at  the 

Jving's-Bench-Bar,  to  Plead  for  the  Prifoners  upon  the  Habeas  Corpus. 

The  LORDS,  hearing  of  the  Votes  and  Proceedings  of  the  C — s 
in  tbu  Affair,  did  on  the  26th  01  rcimary  come,  ra  theft  following 
Refclutions  and  Declarations: 

I.  "  That  Neither  Houfe  of  Parliament  hath  any  Power,  by  any 
«  Vote  or  Declaration,  to  Create  to  Themfelves  any  New  Privi- 
"  lege,  that  is  not  Warranted  by  the  Known  Laws  and  Cuftom  of 
ct  Parliament. 

II.  "  That  Every  Freeman  of  England,  who  apprehends  himfelf 
"  to  be  Injur'd,  has  a  Right  to  leek  Redrefs  by  Action  at  Law ;  and 
"  that  the  Commencing,  and  Profecuting  any  Aftion  at  Common- 
«  Law,  againft  any  Ftrfon  Not  intituled  to  the  Privilege  of  Far- 
"  liament,  is  No  Breach  of  the  Privilege  of  Parliament. 

III.  "  That  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  Committing  to  Newgate 
"  Daniel  Home,  Henry  Bafs,  $ohn  Fator,  $ohn  Taty,  and  $ohn  Oviat, 
"  for  Commencing  and  Profecuting  an  Aftion  at  Common-Law, 
*'  againft  the  late  Conftables  of  Aylesbury,  for  Not  Allowing  their 
"  Votes  in  Election  of  Members  to  Serve  in  Parliament;  upon 
"  Pretence,  that  the  faid  Danul,  and  the   others,  bringing  fiich 

*  Aftion,  was  Contrary  to  a  Declaration,  a  Contempt  of  the  Jurif- 

*  diction,  and  a  Breach  of  the  Privilege,  of  that  Houfe ;  —  have 
"  affum'd  to  Themfelves  alone,  a  Legillative  Authority,  by  pre- 
«*  tending  to  attribute  the  Force  of  a  Law,  to  their  Declaration ; 
"  have  Claim'd  a  Jurifdiftion  rot  Warranted  by  the  Conftitutien, 
"  and  have  affum'd  a  New  Privilege,  to  which  they  can  fhew  no 
"  Title  by  the  Law  and  Cuftom  of  Parliaments  ;  and  have  thereby 
*c  as  far  as  in  them  lyes,  fubjected  the  Rights  of  £«£/j/lt-Men,  and 
"  the  Freedom  of  their  Perfotis,  to  the  Arbitrary  Votes  of  the 
"  Houfe  of  Commons. 

IV.  "  That  Every  £>?£/;//•- Man,  who  is  Imprifon'dby  any  Autrio- 
"  rity  whatfoever,  has  an  Undoubted  Right,  by  his  Agents  or  Friend, 
cc  to  apply  for  and  Obtain  a  Writ  of  Habeas  Corpus,  in  Order  to 
"  procure  his  Liberty  by  due  Courfe  of  Law. 

V.  «  That  for  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  Cenfure  or  Punilh 
"  3t  v  Perfon,  for  Aflifting  a  Prifoner  to  procure  a  Writ  of  Habeas 
**  Corpus;  or  by  Vote,  or  othervife,  to  deter  Men  from  Soliciting, 
"  Profecuting  or  Pleading  upon  fich  Writ  of  Habeas  Corpus,  in  Behalf 
"  of  fucli  Piifoners;  is  an  Attempt  of  Dangerous  Confequence,  a 
"  Preach  of  the  many  Good  Statutes  provided  for  the  Liberty  of  the 
"  Subjeft  and  of  pernicious  Example;  by  Denying  the  Neceflary 
"  Affiftance  to  the  Prifoner,  upon  a  Commitment  of  the  Houfe  of 
"  Corr.nons,  which  has  ever  been  allow'd  upon  all  Commitments, 
'■  by  any  Authority  whatfoever. 

VI.  "  That  a  Wiit  of  Error  is  not  a  Writ  of  Grace,  but  of 
"  RIGHT;  ?nd  ought  Not  to  be  DenyV  to  the  Subjeft,  when 
"  duely  Apply'd  for,  tho'  at  the  Requeft  of  Either  Houle  of  Parlia- 


«  ment;  the  Denial  thereof  being  an  Obftruftion  of  Juflice,  con- 
"  trary  to  MAG  NA  CHART  A. 

But  we  are  told,    with  a  great  deal  of  Artifice  and  affected  Popu- 
larity, That  this  Proceeding  of  the  H.  ef  C s  is  for  the  Gcod 

of  the  People  ;    that  'tis  Neceflary  to  affert  the  Privilege  of  the 

C s,  elpecially  in   the  Cafe  of  their  Power  of  Imprifonment  ; 

that  we  muft  not  Countenance  the  Judicature  of  the  Houfe  of 
LORDS  ;  that  they  Encroach  upon  us  thereby,  and  will  in  time 
grow,  too  Powerful  over  our  Eftates.  A  very  pretty  Story :  A  mad 
Neighbour  of  mine  throws  me  into  a  Pit,  and  1  muft  not  defire  to 
be  help'd  out  by  the  next  Charitable  Body  that  comes  by  me,  be- 
caofe  he  is  of  another  Parifh. 

But  I  pray,  tell  me,  How  came  the  Judicatory  of  tne  Houfe  of 
LORDS  in  Queftion,  at  this  Time  ?  There  had  been  no  Occafion 
of  naming  the  LORDS,  if  the  C— — s  had  not  Arbitrarily  Com- 
mitted to  Prifon  a  Parcel  of  their  Fellow-Commoners,  without  Law 
or  Reafon,  and  Over-aw'd  ibme  of  the  too  Ealie  J— — s  with  their 
Declaratory  Votes:  Hence  comes  the  Application  to  the  LORDS 
for  Relief  againft  Unreafonable  Oppreflion :  The  due  Courfe  of 
the  Law  of  Habeas  Corpus,  for  Relief  of  an  Ewg7i/J;-Man,  Imprifon'd 
without  Caufe,  being  ftopt  in  IVeflminJler-HzM ;  the  poor  Prifoner 
Sues  for  Relief  to  the  LORDS,  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature. 

Now  fhall  any  Man  tell  me,  It  is  for  iny  Good,  that  he  cuts  my 
Neighbour's  Throat,  and  defires  to  have  it  in  his  Power  to  cut  my 
Throat  alfo,  or  to  wound  me  in  a  moft  fenfible  Part,  ftich  as  is  my 
LIBERTY.  Shall  I  regard  that  Man,  who  fets  Eire  to  my  Neigh- 
bour's Houfe  1  and  fhall  I  not  be  thankful  to  any  Charitable  Hand, 
that  will  help  me  with  Water  to  quench  that  Fire,  and  prevent  the 
Burning  of  my  «wn  Houfe  ? 

Let  the  C s  do  Juftlce  in  Elections ;  let  them  not  Extend  their 

Notion  of  Privilege,  till  it  become  Oppreflive :  Let  them  be  tender 
of  Over-loading  Themfelves  with  the  Executive  Power  of  the  Law, 
of  proftrating  their  Credit,  and  that  Awe  and  Reverence  which  is 
due  to  that  Houle;  —  by  Unneceffary  Impeachments,  or  Cenfures 
in  Trivial  Matters :  Let  Them  behave  Themfelves  with  Temper, 
Difcretion,  and  Juflice  ;  and  not  fall  foul  upon  Men,  purely  to  get 
Places  for  Themfelves  and  Party  ;  let  them  (hew  Themfelves  Truly 
Careful  of  the  Intereft  and  Liberties  of  the  People  they  Reprefent, 

as  well  as  make  their  Court  to  the  Crown}  (fuch  a  H.  of  C s  I 

will  not  defpair  of  feeing,  fome  time  or  other;)  and  we  need  not 
fear,  but  that  whenever  the  LORDS  fhall  Extend  their  Judicial 
Power  beyond  Bounds  of  Reafon  and  Law,  fo  as  it  grow  Mif- 
chievous  to  the  People ;  the  repair'd  Reputation  and  well-grounded 

Power  of  the  C s  of  England,    will  quickly  Over-balance  any 

Unreafonable  Pretentions  of  the  LORDS :  Nor  will  there  be 
wanting  (if  fuch  Cafe  ever  happen)  among  the   LORDS,  fome» 

able  and  ready  to  help  the  C s,  in  Comptrolling  all  Exorbitant 

Power,  or  Mifchievous  Abufe  of  the  Authority,  which  the  Houfe 
of  Peers  may  pretend  to. 

But  when  the  C s  fhall  Opprefs,  and  the  LORDS  Relieve 

from  Oppreflion ;  when  the  LORDS  fhall  Behave  Themfelves  with 
more  Wifdorn,  more  Juftice,  and  tender  Regard  to  the  Good  of  the 
Crown,  to  the  Good  of  the  Commons,  and  of  the  Whole  Nation, 

tnan  tne  H.  ot  C s  fhall  do;    'tis  a  Jen,  to  bid  a  Commoner 

beware  of  the  Judicature  of  the  LORDS:  The  People  of  England 
will  in  fuch  Cafe  thankfully  pay  to  that  Noble  Houfe,  that  Refpeft 
and  due  Regard,  which  they  are  more  naturally  inclin'd  to  yield  to 
the  Houfe  which  Reprefents  them. 

Now  if  you  ask  me,  If  thefe  Votes  and  Proceedings  of  the  C — -s 
may  not  tend  to  Encourage  the  Sheriffs,  Mayors,  Conftables,  and 
other  Officers;  to  Abufe  the  Queen's  Subjefts,  by  Refining  to  Ad- 
mit in  the  Next  Eleftions,  many  Legal  Votes;  if  they  happen  to  be 
Offer'd  againfi  fuch  Perfon,  whom  the  Officer  is  Inclin'd  to  Return. 

I  Anfwer;  Perhaps  Mjucb  Perfons,  who  fear  they  can't  he  Le- 
gally Chofen,  may  hope  lor  fuch  an  Effeft  from  the  aforefaid  Pro? 
ceedings ;  but  I  believe,  they  will  be  Miftaken :  For  FirSl,  It  is 
probable,  the  Next  H.  of  C- — s  may  be  of  a  different  Opinion 
from  the  Prefent  Houfe  ;    and  therefore  the  Opinion  of  this  Houfe, 

can  be  No  Security  to  an  Officer,  in  playing  the  R .    Again* 

To  Counterbalance  the  Votes  of  the  C s,  you  have  the  afore- 
recited  Refolutions  of  the  LORDS,  which  are  at  leaft  full  as 
Weighty  as  the  Others ;  and  have  the  Advantage  on  their  Side, 
with  all  Reafonable  Men,   in  regard,  the  LORDS  Declare  againft 

Arbitrary  Power  in  Themfelves,  as  well  as  in  the  H.  of  C, s. 

Again,  Neither  the  Vote  of  the   H.  of  C s,  nor  the  Vote  of 

the  H.  of  LORDS,  can  either  of  them  have  the  Force  of  the  Law ; 
fo  then,  the  Law  remains  as  it  was;  and  will  lome  time  or  other 
Punifh  the  Wicked-Doers.  But  Laftly,  ¥ou  have  a  Judgment  upon 
Record,  in  the  H.  of  LORDS  ( the  Higheft  Court  of  Judicature  ) 
Given  in  their  Judicial  Capacity,  in  the  CASE  of  White  and  Afr.b,  ; 
upon  a  Verdict  forConfiderablc  Damages  Obtain'd  by  the  Plaintiff, 
in  an  Aftion  againft  an  Officer,  for  Refufmg  him  his  Legal  Vote. 
All  which,  together  with  the  Reafon  of  the  Thing,  will  probaoly 
deter  all  Officers,  except  Profligate  Villains,  Blind  Foo!s;  and 
Mad-Men,  from  Making  Falfe  Returns;  or  Ufing  thofe  Illegal  Ways, 
which  fome  111  Men  have  formerly  Praftis'd. 

I  muft  Add,  Thatfince  thefe  Obfervations  were  in  the  Fref?,  Kei 
Majefty  has  Affur'd  the  H.  of  LORDS,    That  She  ftouW  have  Al- 
low'd the  Writ  of  Error  (afore-mention'd)  had  it  not  been  Neccffar} 
for  Her  to  put  an  End  to  the  Seflion,  by  which  the  Intent  cl 
Wrir  of  Error  (being  the  Difcharge  of  the  prifoners)  is  Effe 
Her  Majefty  lias  hereby  given  us  a  frefli  lnftar.ee  of  Her  Good 
Juftice,    and  tender    Care  of  Her  People  ;  in  that,  the  E  . 

Addrefs  of  the  H.  of  C s  could  rot  Prevail  upon  Her  to  put : 

Stop  to  the  due  Courfe  of  Law,  or  to  Countenance  that  Great  Mid] 
in  Opprefling  or  Injuring  the  Leaft  of  Hetr  Subject: 
F  1  N  J  S. 
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Some  "Plain  OBSERVATIONS,  Recommended  to  the  Conjideratlon 
of  every  Honeft  Englifh-jlf<w  ;  Efpecially7  to  the  Ele&ors  of  Tar- 
liament-MEMBER<8* 


IHave  Hv'd  at  London  the  molt. of  my  days,  where  converting 
with  Freedom  and  Ihdifferency,  with  People  of  all  Parties,  and 
reading  with  like  Indifference.  Papers  printed  and  recommended 
by  ail  Sides j  I  cann't  but  pity  the  Cafe  of  many  my  honeft  Fel- 
low-Subjects,  who  would  Choofe  Good  Parliament-Men^  if  they 
knew  how  to  diftfngalfh ;  bat  who  living  at  a  diftance  from  Lonion, 
(the  Plate  of  Aftion,  and  of  Intelligence)  are  either  blindly  led  by 
feme  powerful  Neighbour;   or  mifinform'd  and  mifguided  by  the 
felfe  Jnfinuations  or  fome  felf-defigning  Acquaintance  ;  or  elfe  ex- 
pert Inftrtiftion  froni  the  multitude  of  Papery  which  (efpecially 
iaft  before  a  New  Election,)  flow  from  the  Prefs,  without  Number ; 
>ut  thefe  Papers  being  perfectly  contradictory  to  each  other,  and 
giving  a  different  Character*  both  of  Perfens  and  Things,  juft  as  may 
beft  ferve  the  Ends  of  that  Party,  to  which  the  Author  is  inclin'd  ; 
a  Man  inftead.of  being  inftructed  by  thefe  Papers,  is  fometimes 
bewildef'd,  and  often  deceiv'd ;    and  feldom  gains  any  Increafe  qf 
'Knowledge,  except  it  be,  that  fome  call  High,  that  which  others 
•  call  Wrong  \  and  that  we  hare  the  Misfortune  of  being  a  fpoliih  and 
divided  People  i  And  fince  we  are  fo,  I  advife,  that  when  you  read 
or  hear,  you  mind  what  is  Done,  more  than  what  is  Stui;\  and  that 
you  confider  the  eoriftant  Behaviour  of  thit  or  rf«  Party,  or  Perfon, 
who  pretends  roSnftruct  you :  Confider,  if  their  pre/ent  Words  add 
Actions  agrei ;  with  their  former  Declarations,  or  if  their  former  In- 
■*  finuations  and  Profeflions  were  6nly  to  deceive  you  for  felfifh  Ends 
'      'of  perfonal  Advantage;  IF'  you  find  this  happen  in  many  Inftances, 
?      upon  many  Perfons,'  of  one  and  the  lame  Party  j  you  will  thereby  be 
naturally  led*  to  fufpeft  the'. whole  Party.  f  .• 

^?I  once  thought,  nothing  could  draw  me  from  my  Indifference  ret 
-       AM  Parties,  or  make  me  brealf  my  Refolution  of  JoynJng  with  None ; 
but  when  I  obfervM  a  certain  Set  of  Men,  perpetually  clamouring 
]      againft.  the  Conduft  of  the  late  King  WILLIAM'S  Rejgn,  diftrefEng 
his  Mmifters  by  all.  Ways  imaginable,'  and  nOtdjaring  the  KING 
...  Himfelfj  Ejecting,  many  of  His  Friends  from  l&rliameot,  en  Pre-, 
teDce  of  their  having  Places,  and  yet  keeping  in  Parliament  others, 
tho*  under,  the  fame  Circumftances;  courting  a  popular  EJteem,  by 
\      declaring  they  would  »<rvfr  have  any  Place,  whim  they  had  the  Ho- 
nour of  a  Place  in  Tarliament  J  I  fay,  when  I  confider^  thefe  Things; 
and  that  thefe  Men  got  into  Court-Places,  which  they  fought  after 
r-      witlr  Greedinefs,  as  often  as  they  had  any  Opportunity  to  do  fo ;  I 
-,      was  unavoidably  led  to  a  more  ftrift  Inquintion  into  the  Conduct  and 
pefigns  of  thefe  Men ;  and  at  length  could  find  tittle  Difference 
.  I     between  them  and  their  whole  Party.*  except,  that  fome  of  them 
>  were  got  into  Places,  and  others  would  haT^  got  them,  if  ihcy  coufrt : 
"'*    But  that  Places  and  Preferments  were  the  Rule  and  Guide  of  all 
their  Actions,  however  gilded  6ver  with  fpecious  popular  Pretences, 
**  *-by  which  they  deceiv'd  many  well-meaning  People,  to  the  great  and 
£     irreparable  Damage  of  thefe  Kingdoms,  appeard  to  me*very  plainly; 
3   •  and  gave  me  fuch. an  ugly  Profpeu  of  the  fatal  Confeqnence  of  their 
^JPfoceedings,-  as  forces  me  to  call  out  to  my  Brethren,  "  SAVE, 

/-. «  rove-sELVEs  izom.  this  vntowakp  gene^ai^n. 

To  give  you  a  foil  and  particular  Account  of  the  Conduct  of  thefe 

Men,  in  all  the  Inftances,  by  which  they  have  facrJfic'd  the  Good  and 

Welfare  of  our  Country^  to  their  Malice  or  Ambition,  were  too  long 

for  this  Paper;  I'll  only  touch  upon  fome  few  Inftances  from  time  CO 

time,  which  (hews,  the  fame  Spirit  has  all  along  reign'd  in  them. 

'^       How  did  tfiey  clog  the  Wheels  of  the  Government  in  the  late  X. 

-1     WILLIAMS  Reign,  .when  we  were  engaged  in  War,'  and  our.  Laws 

£s»  and  Religion  in  the-  Utmoft  Danger.    Thefe  are  the  Men,1  whous'd 

'.     fuch  Uhheceffary  Delays  in  giving  the  Necefl^ry  Supplies,  as  gene. 

.    rally  kept  the  late  KING;  here,  till  the  Trench  Army  was  in  xht 

-    Field,  and  thereby  frustrated  all  his  Good  Defigns  t  Thefe  are  they, 

^T   who  ftill  gave  Deficient  Funds;   fuch  as  they  knew  could,  never  raife 


CaUfe  of  thofe  Debts:  And  ftill  they  perfifted  m  the  like  Practices, 
as,  wht)  fhould  fay,  "  We  will  make  the  Adminiftration  lye  heavy 
"^upoVtae  Necks  of  thofe  in  Office,  (ill  we  crulh  them;  with  6nr. 
*  Clamours  for  Mifcarriages;  of  whiJh  JTjg  are  the  Occafion ;  and 
'*  ft  mil  e  Room  for  OVI^S  ELVES.  . 

This  Cdtifpiracy  they  carry'd  on  with  fuch  an  open'  bare  Face,  that 
'  the  Beft  Methods  that  could  be  found  out,  and  fuch  as  were  abfo- 
rtttely  Neceflary  to  the  Support  of  the  Government,  and  of  this 
Nation,  in  the  Tiirie  of  our  Greateft  Difficulties  |  theft  Men  had  the 
Impudence  to  be  againft,  and  oppofe :'  Witnefs,  their  feveral  Attacks 
upon  the  Bank  of  England,  which  three  feveral  times  fav'd  the 
Nation  from  Sinking.  Witnejs'aifW their  Oppofing  the.New-Coyn- 
Ing  our  Clipt-Money;  in  which  Affair,-  tho'  I  excufe  feveral  well- 
meaning  M.-n,  who  were  mifinform'd  and  deceiV'd,{  by  the  crafty 
Iflltnuation  of  others  $  yet  I  will  be  bold  to  fay,'  there  was  fcarce  a 
Noted  Leader,  who  oppos'd  That  GREAT  UNDERTAKING, 
(which  will  remain  to  Pofterfty,  a  Glorious  Monument  of  the  Wif- 
dom,  Courage,  Integrity  and  Zeal  of  the  then  Miniftry,  for  the 
Good  of  their  Country;)  but  muftknow,  That  without  fuch  an  Im- 
mediate Attempt  to  Rett  ilk  our  COYN,   Twelve  Months  mure 


muft  necefTarily  have  Expos'd  us  an  Eafy  Prty  to  the  hte  K.  $ima 
with  the  French  Tyrant  upon  his  Shoulders;  yet  did  tbn  Puny  not  only 
oppofe  that  Glorious  Work,  but  when  infpite  of  their  Endeavours,  ic 
was  Begun,  tbiy  with  malitious  Clamours  roar'd  againft  Exchequer- 
Bills;  which  Noble  Invention  of  a  New  Species  of  Money,  wasab- 
folutely  Neceffary  to  (uppport  the  Nation,  during  the  Scarcity  of  our 
Silver-Coyn,  and  was  found  To  Ufeful,  that  thepme  Men,  whomali- 
tioufly  rail'd  againft  them  in  the  Time  of  R.  WILLIAM,  being  rom 
got  into  Places,  do  yearly  give  New  Credit,  for  the  Circulation  of 
the  like  Bills. 

Next,  take  a  View  of  the  moft  feemingly  popular  Action  of  theft 
Men,  namely,  their  being  for  Disbanding  the  Army,',  in  which  their 
Cunning  blinded,  and  led  with  them,  too  many  well-meaning  EngUJh- 
Men  :  The  principal  Reafons  they  gave  for  fo  doing,  may  be 
redue'd  under  thefe  two  Heads ;  Fear  of  Arbitrary  Fovoer  from  K. 
WILLIAM,  and  Saving  the  Expente  of  an  Army. 

Now  let  as  Examin  a  little,  and  fee  whether  the  Honefty  or  Wif- 
aom  of  the  Contrivers  of  that  DISBAND1HGX  be  molt  Eminent. 
Confider  this  Affair,  with  all  its  Circumftances  5  in  which  I  diall  not 
flatter  K.  WILLIAM. 

Can  any  racional  Man  conceive  it  poflible,  K.  WILLIAM  fhould 
eier  attempt  letting  up  an  Arbitrary  Power  by  an  Army  in  England, 
whilft  the  lite  K,  fames,  and  his  pretended  Prince  of  Wales,  was  with 
the  French  King ;  and  their  Title  to  the  Crown  of  Enghnd,  Own'd 
and  Supported  bf  fo  many  Roman-Catholicks,  Proteftants,-  Non- 
Jurors,  and  Jacobites  here  ;  by  all  the  Jefuits,  and  fo  many  Zealots 
of  the  Romifh  Religion  abroad  ;  and  by  the  Whole  Power  of 
France.  As  the  thing  was  in  it  felf  Impoffible,  lb  no  realbnable  Man 
(whatever  he  pretended)  ever  really  betiev'd,  K.  WILLIAM  could 
ever  entertain  fuch  a  Thought. 

Then,  View  the  French  King  keeping  his  Troops  Entire ;  fome 
Scoundrels  indeed  Were  difmifs'd,  but  their  Places  fill'd  again,  with 
the  Beft  Men  he  could  pick  up  from  the  Troop  of  our  German 
Allies:  Several  of  the  Spanifi  Towns  he  indeed  Surrender^!©  us, 
accprding  to  Treaty  ;  but  Bnfac,  and  feteraf  others,  which  he  was 
equally  oblig'd  to  Surrender,  he  ftill  kept;  and  fo  much  was  it  his 
Intereft,  to  have  our  Englifb  Army  Disbanded,  that  no  fooner  did  he 
near,  how  his  not  Surrendring  Brifuy.  &c.  was  us'd  here,  as  an  Ar- 
gument againft  our  Disbanding ;  but  he  immediately  delivered  them 
uj*„  Well  knowing,  that  if  our  Troops  were  once  Disbanded,  he 
fhould  a^arn  be  Maffer  of  all  thofe  Towns,  without  Conteft,  within 
i  Fetf  Months  after  the  Deceafe  Of  the  then  K.  of  spam  i  who  no' 
Body^  beuev'd,  could  then  probably  live  another  Year. 

Did  we  not  all  this  time  fee  the  Leaders  ef  thu  Parwt  paying  off 
Old  Incumbrances,  and  purchafing  New  Eftates;  tho*  they  had  no 
Places,'  nor  vifible  Way  of  hicreafing  their  Subftance:  Ifitut  is 
thought  hard,  and  unch'rifciar^,  to  fay  any  of  thefe  Men  receiv'd  French 
PAY?  and  yet  We  knOw,  that  fuch  were  the  Circumftances  of  the. 
Time,and/wi  the  French  King's  Intereft;  that  it  would  have  bin  well 
worth  his  while,1  to  ptfrchale  the  DISBANDING  our  Arrny,  at  the 
Expenceof  a  Million  Sterling:  And  that  Sums  of  frencb  Gold,  not 
much  fhort  of  a  Million,  came  into  England}ia  a  littla  Space,  about 
that  Conjuncture  of  Time,  is  known  to  moft  Money-Traders  in 
LoMon.  y.  ..    ., 

In  the  next  place,  Confider  the  Wirdom  and  Good-Husbandry  6f 
Disbanding;  fhall  I  aslc,  What  did  we  Save  by  it  ?  Or,  may  ft  not 
father  be.  inquir'd,'  Has  not  this  occafien'd  our  Expence  or  above 
TEN  Millions  ?  and  yet  our  Expence  not  Half  over. 
fcH  was  the  DISBANDING  our  Army,  and  the  Temper  the  lafe 
KING  thereby  faw  predominant  among  too  many ;  which  occafiOn'd 
that  TREATY  of  PARTITION,  which  has  been  fo  much  Ex- 
c&im'd  againft  f  tho'  I  think,  without  Reafon :  Of  which  more 
hereafter.  ; 

If  I  fhould  take  the  Boldnefs  to  affert,  that  DISBAN'blNO  ihi 
Army,  occafion'd  the  Will  which  Cardinal  Fortacarero  made  for  the 
K-  of  Spain,   by  which  he  gave  all  his,  Countries  tp  Frances  If  1 
fhould  fay,'  that  had  not  our  Aray^bm  Disbanded,'  the  Spaniards 
would  never  have  receiv'd  a  frentb  Kfng  at  Madrid,  nor  given  up  theif 
Weft-India  Treafures  to  the  Direction  of  France  J  that  the  French' 
Krng  would  not  hive  broke  off  from  the  Treaty  of  Partition';  that 
the  Elector  of  Bavaria  would  not  have  yielded  up  Luxemburg,  Namm^  . 
CharUroy,  Mons,  Aeth,-  Oudenard,  Ghent,  Nervport,  0 fiend,  and  other- 
the  FbrtrefTes  of  the  Spanijb  Low-Gountnes,  to  the  French :  Thit 
had  not  our  Army  bin  Disbanded,. neither  the  Elector  of  Bavaria, 
nor  his  Brother,  the  Eleftor  of  Cologne,  would  have  gone  into  French 
Meafures;  whereby  they,  theft  Countries  and  Towns,  have  hitherto' 
kept  our  Troops,  and  the  Troops  of  our  Allies  in  Play,  during  this 
New  War;  at  our  Exceflive  Expence;  without  ©ur  having  Din  yec 
able  to  gain  a  twentieth  Part  of  thofe  Towns  and  Countries,  we  or 
our  Allies  were  poflefs'dof,  when  we  Disbanded;  and  might  pcrhap'- 
have  ftill  enjoy'd  ;   and  either  not  bin  Eigag'd  in  this  New  War,  i 
might  have  already  feen  an  End  thereof:    At  leaft,  we  might  ! 
Begun  it  upon  more  advantageous  Terms,   than  novo  we  did. 
fhould  aflert,    that  tU  theft  infinities  are  owing  Chieri' 


